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Covrespendents’ Eolumn.

P.H,Conxinag, N. ¥ The Artears of Pengion law does nol
ke ans provision or an eariier commaepenmoenl « I pen¥ion 1o N
‘!rl...”.!,-l L tnther, whers thae maother surviy el the soldler-as in
vour cade — thian from the terminntion ol the risght of the mother,
The right of thie mother tenminatod at ner deatn, nnd ag yon '.:n_r
heen aliowed ponsion from the dute of her denih, yout are not entl.
tlod amdery the Arrones Inw ‘

Mus. M. G, OyNriasa, Ky.—=No pengion bas ever been [iro
vided Toy Lhe hrothors wnd sisrers ol dnlddiors of sallora whio lust thelr
lives In the service in any war in whioh the United States was
engnwed, prior to Lthe war of 1261 '-I. .

E. K. 1 MOV DENRPORT, A oo law does not provide g penston

for the parents o a deos psed soldier In aiges where Lhe latier ol
« widow or minory ehild surviving himn 'he widow's pension

stapped undor the provisions of fivw when she remarriod, aod her
ehttad’s when the Iatter becpme sixteen vears of nge,

SAML 1. MINKING Srise, Onto.—1 The sigtar of a soldier who
dlod in the Army f& entitled to a pension, provided (1) that the
il lefl pelther widow nor minor cilid urviving nitni |

thint her mother and faiher were Hoth dead before she sttained the
age o sixteen : ol (A) thint she wns dependent, » lr-hl!_\ oF In pavt,
om Lire soddier for sipport ot the date of hisdoath

» P'he danghiter of & soldier who dl «d arter discharge, of a (d1s
abiliey Incarred In tho gerviee, and in line ol duty, 1s entitled 1o a
ponsion, I umder =lxteen yenrs of nge al The date o Lthe father s
i iy

death, her mothey Baving died or remarried or Leen divoreed 11
her mother remain a widow, she (mother) W ould draw =2 4 month
extra for her daughter antil Incter ntindned  he gee nI_ sisntoen.

%, The daunchter can receive no allowance from the Lrovernn nt
for nu reing her father in his ast Hiness, _

$. I thie fathor had g pegion elanm pending at the thme of his
death, and his daughter was over aixteen st the time, bal bore
the X P nse= 0l i last glehness and l'l?ii'- ral, she ¢an, by Cxmnp 1!
ing Ner fmiher's clyim, be relmbursed in the actual amonunt
pended, not wit hstanding the et that -".f- wus over sixteon. .

. V. T.. Brronape, Mo.—~There are “ Soldiers’ Homes ™ at Day
ton, Ohlo, Humpton, V4., sud Milwankoss, Wis.y chouso one ol
these. and then witite 1o L9e (Fovernor of the Home (you adn naot
require hiz namo) stating your oase, and e will 2emd yon fall
instractions,

Ixo. J. W., Oawreo, N, Y. Under the present law the pension
of the widow of o soldier cedsos WwWhon she remarrios, and her
nny canunol e reglored 0 the Penston RKoll even 11 =h nEain
hecomes o Widow, A'NBill to restore to the Roll the numes ol
\&'i-m\.\--ll"iriﬂ*l on :tL':---_!;ul Ol l'l:llliltall.l.._'l.;l!l'l. w ho agaln in:-.
come widows, hiag been introduadid i Uongress, bat has notus
v ot praessaed eliitlier Sennte or House
" Mas, H, A, U, PmiLorons, Mp -Please somd vonr vfeal name
{0 the editor of the I'ribine. .

E. O.. WismisaToN, DEL—Survivors of the war of 1512, and ol
all other wars prior to the lnte war of the rebaliion, nroe exo wdded
froin thie benelits of the Arrea.s of FPenslon law, We know ol
no bill having been introduced, haying for its objoot The including
aof these olasses in the Arren's law

R, 3., Prainfiend, ConN.—(}. Can o survivor ol the war ol
1512 draw a penslon, and b8 wile, who o8l 8 2on in !_Iill' Inlo WAaAr,
also draw one on scecount of the death of her son ? AL ''he mother
{s entitled to a peaslon 1if “wholly or in part” dependent wpon
her son for support at the dawe of ialter's denth, notwithstand
ing the fact that ler husband 14 (n recelpt WA pension,

SRrusoRineER " (h L, CASSELMAX, Pa.—1The tact of an ex.sol.
Jdter being in recelpt of a pension does not render him ineligible
to hecuine sl inmate oL O Sobllers’ Home, Perpnaps sevenly-Tive
per cent, of the inmates of These Homes ae pensioners, |

H. H. S, Avusrerpas. N. Y.—An ex-soldior, upon entering on
of the Homes tor disabled voluntevrs, is reguired 1o sarrender
his regular pension Jduring the perfod he may remuiin bt the
Home : but the Hon, Attorney-General has decided that the ar
rYeurs al J“_‘”.!ffnﬂ =hnll *'l' |I¢I1I1 to the e nxiondy 4o pot 10 1he

.

"‘l’l'.nllj'. B.. Asprry Pank, N, J.—A0My futher died after applying
for and before receivisg his arrears of pension  Notice has come
that his arrears glaim 18 allowed. l{_.l':m 1 admivister on liis
estate and draw hiz arrenrs? A, Withcut Knowing how Lhis
point has been decided by the Commissioner of Fensions, o
whether It hng yet been deeided, we venture the opioton il
thiz arrears. havisg been allowed anid beeome a part ol yoor
father's estaty, is collectabie by kis legul heir Oor reprefentative.
You are advised to ask infoonstion Irom the 'nited States Pen.
- L be

itg—:l.l}ll{tl“llnll'.M MILLE, Wis.—Wenre nnable to inforn. vou when
FOu Iy look for an adjustment of your ciniin for increwse of
|lt'l|f-illll: fied Scplemoer 15, 1558, From all we can gather very
tew pension claims are being allowed at present, aud such Los
been the cuse formonihs pust, In fact, the {.suance of pension
cert ificites sppeirs now Lo be the exception rather than the
rule, - N ' ’

. A, 8, Rocrraxy, MAss. —Yonr mother is entitled only to
the pensivn allowed widows of enlisted men, becuuse your father
wik an enlisted man when he ticurred the disability wiieh cansea
hig deatli. He did not recelyve Lis commission nulil alier he in
curred the disnbility- ‘

W, V. Bannsrineg, Ono,.~The Equalization Bounty bill,
which hie becn fntrodneed in the Senate and referred Lo eominlt-

Led, proposes to grant =80 monthJor eacii aon i sor i, l'.'.--!ll'.'i-
ing the amoun: 6f United Siates bounty heretolore received, W

are at 4 logg to anderstand why, if an enligted man, you did not
receive bounty for a sarvie: ol over threc yours, i

. B.. Nowtnavirne N, ¥.—13. How is the dopugliter of a de
censed sgoldier to recover bonnty? She 18 sixteen years O e
and marrivd. A, Not belng of lawial nge shie will guve to apply
through a legally appointed guardinn, Her husbund may take
out Jeers of guardianship and collect,

wA RoLBIER" Roxpour, N, Y.—The Equalization Bounty “bill,
recently introduced in Congress, proposes 1o grant eight aod
onethind (345 dollars a month bounty for cach aod every nionth
ul nurvlt'u.dm“luhliuu:tll I'nitod States bonnty heretotore received,
If w soldier died in the service, his heirs (widow, children, pa.
rents, ) would, under the ]lrt»\'l.-*lnlw of satdd DU, receive an adlow-
ance of #lgu month for each month of the term foc which he
entisted, deducting the amount pald to vhe soldier and hiz helrs,

N. 1. & K. Srookroys, Ga.—You cannot purchiase the vighc of
any one to arrears of pension, No person can draw the arvenrs
X pt the person entitled thereto under the law, .

J. WL, o J.. MoLsaxssono', Iun-—A esoldier had been mavried
twice before ecnbistment and died in the sorvice, lenving o widow
and three children, one of whow was by hils test wile, o, W hiat
rate of pension I# the child by Lhe tirst wile entitled Lo, thie =tep-
mother never having taken any care or control of, or in any mun-
per contributed to its maintenance or education? AL LI theehid
by nrst wiic was an ler sixteen vears of age when theluther, died
it I8 entitled to recelve 32 a month from the 25th ol Joly 15686,
{provided the soldier died prior to that date,) auti! 1o did or does
bocome sIXLecn,

F. P., BExxixGyox, Kas.—Q, Did our Bepresentative from this
{Third) District or either of our Senglors vole for that essence ol
iniquity known as the *Sixty surgeon ' bill? A, Senator Ingnlis
Wwiks one of its most active supporters and voted for lL. Senator
Plumb was abgent when the vote was taken. The bill was nutup
i e House 11 is understood that Sepator Ingalls hoas been con-
vineed of the injustive awd lmpractieabliity of sald measure and
will antagonize it when il comes up for action st the approaching
session of Congress,

J. W, K., 81, Frascis, Mixx.—1. 1f you were discharged from
your first enllstmont by reason of a wound or injury in the nature
of & woundd, (which we infer was the cuse, else you would not huyve
received the $100 o fginal bounty,) we are of opiulon that, If your
enlistment was for three years, you are entitied to the 100 addi-
tional bounty; it for fiee years, to 0 udditional bounty. You
were not entitled Lo the 0 advance bounty recel/ed for second
enlistment because discharged by reason ol & disability which
existed at enllstment, 15 we have stated your euse corrvetly, the
#46 advance bounty (which the Paymaster should have deducted
{rom your pay at finsl puyment) will be deducied from any addi-
tional bounty which may be allowed you, thus leaving you %75 or
#25, ancording Lo term of onlistment, 2. Ayreare ol pension will
be paid upon your application for original pension now ending,

irovided same (8 allowed. 3, We areol opinion that the Y’anshm
Dffice wonld not answer your inquiry, as the regeipt of evidence
i* not acknowledged.

Tnos., J. 8., Vaing, lowa,—The Government furnishes head-
stones for the gruves of all soldiers who died during or sinee the
late war, upon appileation for same by re.stives or Iriends. Ad-
dress the Quartermaster.General of the Army, this city.

H. J. M., Greesg, lowa.—1. We do not know how the Conmis.
sloner of Pensions would construe the reeurd to which refer, but
we do Know thut be would require the testimony of one commis-
sioned oftieer or two enlisted men of your command, who have
persoonl knowledge, m-!.unﬁ forth the tiime when, the place where,
and the clreumstances under which you ineurred the disability.
2. The vecord would hardly show the degree of disubllity at time
of discharge. The degree 'would most probably be determined
from the testimony of physiclans snd nelghbors who were cogn|-
zant of your physical condition on arrival howme from the Army

and thenceforward up to the date of vour eswmination by the
Pension Office nurgam':. yo wwinination by the

E. B, HANNIBAL, MO,—(), Did not the
OnGE PAKS bol-‘h Senute und House; and, if 8o, why is it not 4 law
to-day? A, The bill did § both Senate wnd House In 1876, but
was vetowd by the President, and therefore did not become & luw,

ualization Bouuty kill

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE.

dSormEnr's HoMesTeADER," KAS.—H, A. oame to this country
with hig Mther ot the nge of elght yonva, 1= father wiae natural.
fred. M. A onligted In the army dnring the Inte war and servodl
three vears, 1o 1570 he lodated f homestead;, Q. Can he now
make finn) proof and obtein o patent for his homertond T A, We
Ao not oo any obstacle to hizg maRing fing] proof, An ex-galdier
(& only required to remain apen snd nprove o homestesd for
suah period ae, addod 1o hig <service o the army, wonld make five
vears. Hig father having boen natuenlized, nataralized the son;
nlen, his sevvice I the army of [tself made Bin a clilzen of the
I'nited States, He shonld apply to the Register or Rocelveér ol
the nearest Land-OMoee for lasiructions as tomaking final proof,

Mis, AL R, Fuanmienn, Misy.—Yonr Ingairy i= answered In oar
reply to anothor corvespomdent in thig golumn,. Séo “Jno. J. W,
Oswego, N Y LY

J, ML F,, Larrne Varey, N Yo—=1 was pensioned from 1803 antil
IST2 At the rate of &5 4 month,. In the Intter-named year my pen.
slop was Ineregsed to ®18% g month, ., Am 1 ontitled to the ditfer
gnee betwoen 8 and SI18 from 16000 18727 AL Maost certuinly not
Eight dollars a month was the allowance 1oF “total disability
until Jape 4 1872, when it was inéreascd Lo 1% g month, No pen.
sfoner who s deawn from date of discharge hies aoy title ander
the arrvenrs law,

CPuos, H., Oxpronn, O <The childron of the deconsed solilier
who now sarvive are entitied to reoccive &S month pension jointly
and 22 4 mounth each . tra from the date of their mothor's dJeath
(i she dded atfter the soldior did) ap to the time Lhoy respectively
plitained the aee of 4lxteen I the ftnthier died 1n gerviee. (his wife
being desd nothetime ) che chiddren will draw 2% a4 month from date
of iz death and 32 cach extra from Jaly 25, 1804, OF ¢onrse the
ehildren bave no title anless nnder sixteen at date of father's
denth and he died In servide or altoy dischavge of disability eon.
tracted in the army.

Prog, H., OXrorD, Onto.=1, The minar of Susan Hil, il sniler

Ixteen vears of age when heér mother died, can complete her

mother's elaim and draw her (the mother's) pengion ; hat I over
sixtoen years of age when mother died, she is on'y éntitied to th
‘noorueil bopedite,”” 2 The =oldier having loft & widow sanrviving

him, the father has no title to penslan. The thet of the widow's
subsequent death does not give the tathor title, 5. Thamother of
a deceased pensfoner i= entitled f(rom the date ol his death until
2he dies or renuatios, provided that the pensioner left neither
widow or nifnor ehild surviving him : thal #he was *wholly or In
part " dependent on her son for support at the time of his death,
nodd that his death wasdue 1o g disabiiity incarred while in the
gervioe nnd In the line of his duty as & soldier, 4. We are wholly
uninformed as to the merits of vonr clabm, bat i you can furnish
such proof ng the Penston OMeo requires and arve foand, upon ¢x.
atningtion by the Pension Ofiee sncgoon, 1o be at least one-fourth
ditabled e manual labor, your case appears to be sugceptiblie ol
gnecessial prosceution. You should have heard from yvour claim
long sinee and yoor atgraey should have completed the evideree
required within the period which has elapred sinee ling vour ap-
plication. 3. We eannot furnisti yon with “a full military history
of Alexander Thompson,” The Government will not farnish any
person not o Uniled Stutes oftlcial lnforma tivn upon which to base
orsustain a claim. 11 the attorney to whem you refor is snspended
or disbarred from practice hofors the Departments, the parties
named shoald employ an attorocy in good standing tocontinue the
prosecution of their claims. We have numbered your inguiries to
cover eagh case mentioned and have not answered your imgalries
as numbered by vourself

\. Lo i, M1, Honny, N, J.—Apply to the surgeon in charge of
the hospital for the desived inlormation.

Mua, Poniy W., Anva Uy, Mins.—The enly hairg of decensed
soldiers amd sajlors who ave entitled to increase of pensions are
widews who have children by the deceased goldier or sallor who
were undet sixteen yeurs of age at his death and for whom %2 a
month extra has not been drawn from July 256, 1886, until they
respectively atiainaed or do attain that age. Y ou are not entitled
Lo wrrears of pension, a8 yon have drawn from «date of soldier's
death,

e O ———

Holding the Fort.

A widow at Dort, in Holland, who was very industrions,
was left by her husband, an emiunent carpenter, with a
comfortable house, some land, and two boats for carrying
merchandise and passeugers on the canals, She was also
supposed to be worth about ten thousand guilders in
ready money, which she employed in a hemp and sail
cioth factory with a view to increasing her means and in-
structing her children in useful branches of business. One
pight in the year 1885, a person dressed in upniform and
broadsword came to her house and requested lodging. *‘[
et no lodgings, friend,” said the widow ; “and, besides,
[ have no spare bed, unless yon were to sleep with my
son, which I should think very improper, as you are a
perfect stranger to us all.”

The soldier then showed her his discharge, sigued by the
muajor, who gave him an execellent character, and also a
passport from the governor of Breda, The widow believ
ing the stranger to be an honest man callea her =on and
asked him if he would accommodate a veteran who had
served the 1'-.-puhlit' :1|'I=.':_\‘ Years with a share of s bed.
The young man consented. The soldier was ‘ls'\':':tlingl‘\'
hospitably entertiined, and at a seasonable hour retived
to rest. Some hours afterwards, when all were quietly in
their beds, they were startled by a loud knocking at the
street door. The soldier being avoused, went softly down
gtairs and listened in the hall. The widow and her dangh-
ters, thoronghly alarmed, were rushing about from room
to room sereaming “muarder !

The son, with a pair of pistolg, joined the soldier, who,
having screwed on his bayouet aud fresh primed his mus-
ket, stood awaiting the result, Scareely had the women
been warned to keep out of the way, when the door was
forced in and two ruffians entered. They were oth ia-
stantly shot dead by the son, who fired both his pistols at
once. Two associates of the dead men returuned the five,
but, owing to their surprise and confusion, without eflect.

At the same moment the soldier rushed upon them, ran
oune through the body with the bayonet, and as the other
turned to escape, lodged the contents of his piece, which
he had loaded with slugs, between the villain's shoulders,
and he dropped dead on the spot.

The yonng man and the lodger then closed the door as
well as they conld, reloaded their weapous, made up a
good fire and watched till daylight. When the work-
people came next morning they were horrified to find four
dead men on the dunghill adjoining the house, where the
soldiers had dragged them before closing the door. The
burgomaster and his syndic attended and teok the deposi-
tions of the family about the affair., The bodies were
buried at a cross-road, and a stone erected over their
grave with a lengthy Latin inscription. The widow pre-

sented the soldier, who was upward of seventy years of

age, with a sum equal to $500, and the ecity settled a
handsome pension on him for the rest of his life,

e e e

One of John Pheenix's Stories.

Ouat in a certain Western fort, some time ago, the ma-
jor conceived that artillery must be used effectively in
fighting the Indians by dispensing with gun-carriages and
fastening the cannon upon the backs of mules, So he
explained his views to the commandant, and it was
determined to try the experiment. A howitzer was se-
lected and strapped upon an ambulance mule, with the
muzzle pointing toward the tail. When they had secured
the gun and loaded it with ball and cartridge, they led
the calm and steadfast mule out onthe blufl and set up
a target in the middle of the river to practice at. The
rear of the mule was turned toward the target, and he
was backed gently up to the edge of the bluft, The offi-
cers stood round in a semicircle, while the msjor went up
and inserted a time fuse in the vent of the howitzer.

When the fase was ready, the major lit it and retired, In
a minute or two the hitherto nonrufiled mule heard the fiz-
zing back on his wneck, and it made him uneasy. He
reached bis head round to see what was going on, and as
he did so hisbody turned, and the howitzer began to sweep
arovnd the horvizon, The mule at lagt becaime exeited,
and his curiogity beeame more and more intense, In a
second or two he was standing with his four legs in a
bunch, making six revolntions per minute, and the how-
itzer threatoning sudden denth to every man within half
a mile.  The commandant was ovserved to climb sudden)y
up a tree ; officers wore seen sliding over the bluff into
the river, as if they didn't care at all about the high
price of uniforms ; the adjutant made good time toward
the fort | a sergeant began to throw up breastworks with
his bayounet : the major rolled over and groaned. In a
moment or two there whs a puft’ of smoke, and a dull
thud, and the mule—oh ! where was he? A solitary
brute might have been soeen turnir o successfully back
somersanits over the blufl] only to rest at another finally
with his howitzer at the bottom of the river, while the
ball went off toward the fort, hit the chimey in the ma-
jor's quarters, vattling the adobe bricks down into the
parlor, and frightening the major's wife into convalsions,
They do not allude to it now, and no report of the resnlt
of the experiment was ever sent to the War Depart-
ment.
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The following 18 an exact copy of Mr. Bentlev's
g P! A

Sixty Surgeon Bill:

De it enacted by the Senute and IHouse of 10’1‘!-!'( sentulives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That the Commissioner of Pensions shall divide the United
States and Terrvitories into such number of pension dis-
tricts as he shall deem necessary, not exceeding sixty, and
designate posts in each of said distriets where the com-
mission provided for by this act shall attend to make
medien] and sargical examinations, and to collect testi-
mony in pension cases.  Suach posts shall be established
at convenient places in each distriet ; having regard to
the distribution of population and the conveunience of
travel ; and the commission shall attend at each of said
posts at least once in each year, and wherever practicable
a more frequent attendance shall be provided for., The
designation of posts for each district, with the time of the
attendance of the commission abt eaclh, shall be embodied
in an order or orders of the Commissioner of Pensions,
and published in a tnewspaper having a gencral circulation
in the district. Whenever any change in the posts or the
time of attendance thereat by the commission is made, it
shall be published in the same mauner.

Sec, 2. That one of the peusion surgeons and one com-
petent clerk, appeinted to the Pension Office, be desig-
nated and detailed for the purpose by the Commissioner
of Pensions, shall constitute a commission in each of said
distriets to make medical and surgical examinations au-
thorized by the pension laws, and to collect the testimony
in pension cases, under the direction of the Commissioner
of Pensions, and in pursunance of rules and regulations
preseribed by him. The pension surgeons and clerks who
shall be detailed npon any such commission shall be au-
thorized to administer oaths to claimants, their witnesses,
and the pensioners who shall appear belore them, or either
of them, aud they may proceed together or separately in
the performance of their duties, as the Commissioner of
Pensions shall direct. The testimony collected by the
commission in the cases shail be reduced to writing, and
subscribed aml sworn to by the witnosses in presence of
the commission, or some member thercef. Wken the
claimant shall have produced all the proofs he desires to
furnish, the same shall be forwarded to the Commissioner
of Pensions for the settlement and adjustment of the
claim. If it shall appear to the Commissioner of Pensions
in any case that the attendance of a claimant or his wit-
nesses before the commission is impossible, or would be
an extreme hardship, the testimony may be taken or med-
ical examisation made in such other manuter as the Com-
missioner of Pensions shall preseribe, but no additional
expense to the government shall thereby be incurred.
And whon, in his opinion, the interests of the government
requires it, or justice will better be subserved thereby, the
Commissioner of Pensions may rejuire not exceediug
three of said pension surgeons to meet together for the
purpose of making medical and surgical examinations of
pensioners and elaimants,

S, 3. That the Secretary of the Interior shall appoint
to the Pension ®fiice as mauy pension surgeons, who have
had not less than five years' active experience in the prac-
tice of medicine and surgery, as shall be necessary to carry
out the provisions of this act, not exceeding sixty in
vumber, and, when practicable and not inconsistent with
the interests of the service, surgeons who have had eox-
pevience as Army or Navy Sargeons shall be appointed,
Such surgeons shall hold their commissions at the pleasure
of the Secretary of the [aterior ; and when any vacancy
shall ocenr, by removal, death or resignation, or otherwise,
the same may be filled by a new appointment., The sal-
ary of a pension surgeon shall be — dollars per annum,

SEe. 4. The Commissioner of Pensions shall canse to
be examined by a surgeon, as often as once in two years,
all invalid pensioners whose disabilities are liable to be-
come of less degree than that for which the pension was
allowed ; and he may cause any invalid pensioner to be
examined by & surgeon at such times and as often as he
shall deem it fov the interests of the government. If, upon
the medical examination of any invalid pensioner, it shall
appear that the disability on account of which his pension
was allowed is less than the degree pensioned, the Com-
missioner shall readjust and rerate the pension as justice
may requive. In rating pensions, the disability arising
from simple anchylosis of the elbow shall be the sta.ndarh
of total disability, upon the basis of rank.

Sec. 5. If, aftor a pension has been allowed, the Com-
missioner of Pensions shall suspect that the same has been
procured through fraud or misrepresentation, or for any
other reason is of opinion that it onght not to continue, he
may cause the payment thereof to ge suspended, and on
suspension he shall cause the case to be investigated by
the members of the commission for that distriet, or by a
clerk detailed to assist them ; and if he shall suspect that
a fraud upon the government has been perpetrated or is
being attempted under the pension laws, he shall eause
the same to be investigated by the commission of the
proper district or a clerk detailed to their assistance,

Sgc. 6. The surgeons and clerks employed ,under the
provisions of this act shall be allowed, in addition to their

salaries, their actual and necessary expenses, upon bills
| to be approved by the Commissioner of Pensions.
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